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other posts that are seen in Louisiana. During so
long a government, he was always very attentive to
all that was taking place in the various parts of this
vast province; he knew the worth of all those who
were employed there. Now, no one in this country
can have forgotten the very special kindness with
which he honored the Jesuits of this colony; would
he have acted thus toward missionaries who, failing
in the care of their mission, had failed in the most
essential of their duties?

The second witness will be Monsieur the Marquis
de Vaudreuil, late governor of New France; he suc-
ceeded Monsieur de Bienville in the government of
Louisiana. The Jesuits found in him also a protect-
or, and even an openly declared friend; it would
be difficult to add anything to the tokens of kindness
which he constantly conferred upon them. But what
was it that could win for them such kindness? It
was, without doubt, the impression which they made
upon him by their fidelity to their principal duties.
No, the integrity of Monsieur de Vaudreuil would
not have permitted him to treat so honorably mis-
sionaries who, neglecting the duties of their occupa-
tion, would have deserved from him only reproaches
and coldness.

A third witness for the Jesuits of Louisiana is
Monsieur de Kerlerec, captain of a ship, and last
governor of this colony; a single proof suffices to
show what he thought of them. It is a letter which
he wrote to them, a little before their ruin; he
recalled to them these words of Our Lord to his dis-
ciples: Beati eritis ciim vos oderint homines, et persecuti
vos fuerint, et dixerint, omne malum adversum vos men-
Zientes, propter me: gaudete et exultate! ls it credible



